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To visit Paulo Coelho's blog (up-dated daily), please click here.

This newsletter can also be read in my blog. Please feel free to send your comments!

I would like to inform you that you can now reproduce my texts freely in any website as long as you mention the author

You can also send free e-cards to your friends.

The sixth cardinal virtue: Courage

According to the dictionary: from the Latin cor: heart; firmness of spirit, energy before danger; intrepidness; cheerfulness; bravery; perseverance.



For Jesus Christ: You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has lost its savor, what shall it be salted with?  It is no longer good for anything but to be thrown away and trodden under the foot of men.  You are the light of the world; a city that is et on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do men light a candle and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick, and it gives light to all that are in the house. (Matthew 5:13-15)



In the heat of the fight: Yesterday I had the courage to fight.  Today I shall have the courage to win. (Bernadette Devlin, Catholic political activist in Northern Ireland) 



Among the priests in the desert: a group of monks from the monastery of Sceta – among them the great Abbot Nicerius – were walking in the Egyptian desert when a lion appeared before them.  Terrified, they all began to run.

Years later, when Nicerius was on his death bed, one of the monks remarked:

“Abbot, do you remember the day we met the lion?  That was the only time I saw you afraid.” 

“But I was not afraid of the lion.” 

“Then why did you run like all the rest of us?”

“I thought it better to run away from a lion one afternoon than to spend the rest of my life running away from vanity.” 

In a speech: These great masses will have turned their backs on the grave insult to human dignity which described some as masters and others as servants, and transformed each into a predator whose survival depended on the destruction of the other.  Thus shall we live, because we will have created a society which recognises that all people are born equal, with each entitled in equal measure to life, liberty, prosperity, human rights and good governance.  Such a society should never allow again that there should be prisoners of conscience nor that any person's human rights should be violated.  (Nelson Mandela, who for 28 years was a prisoner of conscience, on receiving the Nobel Peace Prize, 10/12/1993)

In the face of absolute evil: Two rabbis are trying by every possible means to bring spiritual comfort to Jews in Nazi Germany.  For a whole year, though scared to death, they deceive the Gestapo (the secret police) and perform religious ceremonies in various communities.

They are finally arrested.  One of them, terrified at what could happen from then on, does not stop praying.  The other spends the whole day sleeping.

“Why do you sleep?” asks the fearful rabbi.  “Aren’t you afraid?  Don’t you realize what can happen to us?”

“I was afraid up to the moment we were arrested.  Now that I’m imprisoned, what good does it do to be afraid?  The time for fear is over; now it’s time for courage to face our fate.”

On a beach:  What’s all around you?  There’s no happiness, no courage, just terror on this beautiful sunset.  The terror of being alone, the terror of the dark that fills the imagination with demons, the terror of doing something that isn’t in the handbook of good behavior, the terror of God’s judgment, the terror of men’s comments, the terror of risking and losing, the terror of winning and having to live with envy, the terror of loving and being rejected, the terror of asking for a raise, accepting an invitation, going to unknown places, not managing to speak a foreign language, not being able to impress others, growing old, dying, being noticed on account of your defects, not being noticed for your qualities, not being noticed either for your defects or qualities. (The Devil and Miss Prym, 1998) 



According to a wise man: Courage is shown in acts, not in words; it is not bluffing, arrogance, or madness.  A courageous man is the one who dares to do what he finds is right, and bears the consequences of his acts – whether they are political, social or individual. 

A man can obey others for two reasons: for fear of being punished, or for love.  Obedience that comes from love of others is a thousand times stronger than fear of punishment.  (Mahatma Ghandi, 1869–1948) 
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