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Living with others

Stay in the desert

“Why do you live in the desert?” 

“Because I can’t be what I want to be.  When I begin to be myself, people treat me with a reverence that’s false.  When I am true to my faith, then they begin to doubt.  They all believe they are holier than I, but they pretend they are sinners, afraid to insult my solitude.  They try all the time to show that they consider me a saint, and in this way they become emissaries of the devil, tempting me with Pride.”

“Your problem isn’t trying to be who you are, but accepting others the way they are. And acting in this way, it’s better to stay in the desert,” said the gentleman, walking off.

Forgiving your enemies

The abbot asked his favorite pupil how his spiritual progress was coming along.  The pupil answered that he was managing to dedicate to God each and every moment of the day.

“Then all that’s left now is to forgive your enemies.”

The young man was shocked:

“But I’m not angry at my enemies!”

“Do you think God is angry at you?”

“Of course not!” 

“And even so you ask Him to forgive you, don’t you?  Do the same with your enemies, even though you don’t feel hatred for them.  Those who practice forgiveness wash and perfume their own hearts.”

Why leave man to the sixth day 

A group of wise men gathered to discuss the work of God; they wanted to know why he had left it to the sixth day to create man.

“He thought about first organizing the Universe well, so that we could have all the marvels available to us,” said one of them.

“First of all He wanted to run some tests on animals, so that He would not make the same mistakes with us,” argued another. 

One wise Jew showed up at the meeting.  They told him the theme of the discussion: “in your opinion, why did God leave it to the last day to create man?”

“Very simple,” commented the wise man.  “So that when we were moved by pride, we would remember that even a simple mosquito enjoyed priority in the work of the Divine.” 

The kingdom of this world 

An old hermit was once invited to visit the court of the most powerful king of the day.

“I envy a holy man, who is content with so little,” commented the sovereign. 

 “I envy Your Majesty, who is content with less than I.  I have the music of the celestial spheres, I have the rivers and mountains of the whole wide world, I have the moon and the sun, because I have God in my soul.  Your Majesty, however, has only this kingdom.”

Which way is best

When they asked Abbot Antonio if the path of sacrifice led to heaven, he answered:

- There are two paths of sacrifice.  The first is taken by the man who mortifies the flesh and pays penance because he believes that we are condemned.  The man who follows this path feels guilty and judges himself unworthy of living happily. 

- The second path is taken by the man who, even though he knows that the world is not as perfect as we would like, prays, does penance and offers up his time and toil to improve the world around him.  So he understands that the word sacrifice comes from sacro ofício, holy work.  In this case the Divine Presence helps him all the time and he obtains results in heaven."

Farm work 

The young man crossed the desert and finally reached the Sceta monastery.  There he asked - and was given permission - to attend one of the abbot’s talks.

That afternoon the abbot spoke about the importance of farm work. 

When the talk came to an end, the young man commented to one of the monks:

“That really impressed me.  I thought that I was going to hear an illuminated sermon on virtues and sins, but the abbot only spoke about tomatoes, irrigation and things like that.  Where I come from, everyone believes that God is mercy: all you need to do is pray.”

The monk smiled and answered:

“Here we believe that God has already done His part; now it’s up to us to continue the process.”
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